TERRAENVISION Abstracts
Vol. 2, TNV2019-FIRE-2076, 2019
© Author(s) 2019. CC Attribution 3.0 License

"FACING UP FIRE" UNIVERSITY VOLUNTEERING
AGAINST WILDFIRES
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Wildfires are a significant environmental problem in the Iberian Peninsula, where Galicia is one of
the regions most affected by fire. The consequences after wildfires are numerous, including
damage to the natural environment, a loss of habitats, soil degradation and erosion, and harm to the
local population and economy.
Faced with these environmental problems, there are many scientific studies that analyze the
consequences of wildfires including its effects on biodiversity, soil and hydrography and the
socioeconomic context. These consequences are reduced by preventive measures and restoration of
burned areas. Some of these measures have recently begun to be implemented, based on more
efficient methodologies to address the treatment of large burned areas.
Despite this abundant scientific documentation, there are few educational documents that work on
this issue. There is a lack of educational material that addresses the negative effects of forest fires
on the environment and rural development and the role that education can play in combating this
environmental problem.
Facing to Fire (Plantando cara ó lume) is a volunteer program of the University of Santiago de
Compostela that arises from the need to address the problem of forest fires from the perspective of
environmental education and formation.
The project is made up of university students and professors and collaborating entities from
different areas of knowledge: journalism, biology, education, and forest engineering. This
interdisciplinary team is responsible for developing and disseminating informational and practical
materials as well as conducting field trips.
These journeys are planned for two types of recipients: school-aged/youth populations and forest
communities/associations. The activities with these groups are carried out in natural areas recently
affected by wildfires, trying to give greater visibility to this environmental problem while
promoting environmental awareness, and offering resources and tools for further prevention and
restoration.
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Facing to fire is an initiative that began in 2016 and has experienced progressive growth since then.
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